
 

����������	
���
�
������
�
��
�������
�
������
�
�

�q�ˆ�š�–�•�ˆ�—�—�ˆ�•�C�m�˜�‘�ˆ�C�U�S�S�\�C�C�C�C

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � 
 � 	 � � � � 
 �

�6�X�P�P�H�U���L�V���K�H�U�H����

It's hard to believe that it's been 
almost a year since our last 
newsletter! We'd like to put out 
newsletters more frequently and 
focus each letter on a particular 
individual living in the House.  
 

�0�D�[���D�Q�G���2�O�\�H�V�D����

Max plays with Bogdan in the 
living room. �C

��

 Our August, 2008 newsletter 
informed our readers that Max 
and Olyesa got married on June 
5. Less than two weeks later, 
their son Bogdan was born on 
June 14. The couple just cele-
brated their one year anniver-
sary and Bogdan's first birthday.  
 
Bogdan continues to be a de-
lightful baby. He's standing up 
on his own now, but feels more 
confident holding someone's 
hand when he walks. Olyesa 
often takes him to the zoo, 
where she said he reacts the 
same way to the animals there 
as he does to our dog, Grim. 
That is, he sees them as his 
friends. According to Olyesa, 
his favorite animals are the Rus-
sian fox and the giant hamster.  
 
Max and Olyesa are continuing 
their studies, and Olyesa also 
works part-time as a nanny out-
side the house. 

When asked about married life, 
Max says that it has changed his 
life for the better. “It takes a lot 
more responsibility, but it's 
good,” he says. 
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Tracy and Kostya in the hospi-
tal 
 
On May 26, Kostya was admit-
ted to the local hospital for knee 
surgery. After  a week in the 
hospital, he’s back home and 
hobbling around but improving 
every day.  
 

�2�O�H�J 

 
We recently agreed to have 
Oleg stay with us temporarily. 
Oleg is a 56 year old man who 
was found on the street by the 
Catholic nuns here.  
 

He’d had a stroke and broken 
his arm and, because his docu-
ments were stolen (they were 
found on a dead man which 
resulted in Oleg being pro-
nounced legally dead), he was 
unable to receive treatment in 
the hospital.  
 
Although Oleg is out the area 
of our ministry, when Tracy 
saw him she recalled the Bible 
verse that said “Whatever you 
did to the least of these you did 
to me” (Matthew 25:40), and 
realized she couldn’t leave him. 
 
Please keep Oleg in your 
prayers.  
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�2�U�S�K�D�Q�D�J�H���'�D�\���Y�L�V�L�W��

On June 20, we organized to 
visit Mira Refuge—a tempo-
rary shelter for children whose 
parents have died or who have 
been taken from their parents.  
 
Thirteen of us, including two of 
the older orphans from the 
House, an American, a New 
Zealander, several Australians 
and a Venezuelan, visited the 
children.  
 
We played games (including a 
piñata), and provided afternoon 
snacks. Each child was given a 
small present.  
 
The day went so well we’re 
hoping it will become a regular 
event.   
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Tracy, Oleg and Grim at the park 
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In January, we moved into our new house on Mira Street. 
With four bedrooms and a lounge, it's much bigger than our 
previous apartment, although we're hoping to eventually relo-
cate to an even bigger house in the future. And now for the 
long-awaited photos! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Peter juggles oranges in  our new bedroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Zhenya and Tracy in the new kitchen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Peter, Tracy, Becky, Jake and some of the 
  residents of the House and Grace and Hope 
 

�7�H�D�P���Y�L�V�L�W��

This month, we welcomed Dave, a team member from New 
Zealand, into our house. We also welcomed back John, an 
Australian who was a previous team member at the house, 
as well as Kat, Luke and their seven month old baby, Zeik.  
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Anya is a regular 
visitor to the 
house who is 
known by most 
of the previous 
team members 
who have visited 
over the years (to 
the orphanage or 
our house). 
She’d like to 
announce the 

birth of her son, Daniel. Please keep Anya and Daniel in 
your prayers as she struggles with the responsibility of being 
a new young single mom.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�.�L�G�b�V���&�R�U�Q�H�U���1�H�Z�V���I�U�R�P���/�X�N�H��

Some of you may be aware that on September 16 last year, 
Luke was baptized by our pastor Peter Mikhalovich. We 
thought you might like to see a photo of his big day. ��
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In the last year, we have been really grateful to have some wonderful people come and support us and work with us in the house. 
Our friends Sheila and Fiona started teaching biweekly English lessons on Tuesday nights and Saturday afternoons. On Tuesday 
nights, Sheila and our friend Janice do international cooking night where they come and cook for us. The kids love to help.  
 
In the coming weeks, we hope to start two additional programs: Friday night game night and an internship mentoring program.  
Game night would involve some of our international friends coming to teach a variety of games with either pizza or snacks pro-
vided.  
 
The internship mentoring program teaches work skills and work etiquette. So far we’ve tried this with some of the girls in the 
Olympia village where they work as full and part time nannies and also clean. We began speaking with companies about oppor-
tunities for the boys and different opportunities for the girls and are working towards developing a more structured curriculum 
for the program.   
 
Our friend Elissa has been helping us with our newsletter and photographs of our house. Elissa wrote an article about our house 
for the Sakhalin Times newspaper . The article can be viewed online here: http://www.thesakhalintimes.com/news/2/2419.html 
 
Four of our friends who have been great supporters of the house will be leaving Sakhalin at the end of the month. We will miss 
Janet and Wolter, Ryan and Lachlan. They have been such great support and encouragement and their absence here will be truly 
felt.  


